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of democracy, the scope and criteria of democracy, and later the relation of 
democracy to minorities. The author then compares the various theories of 
ethnic adjustment, showing finally the superiority of the "community theory." 
In speaking of it he says: 

Its essential merit is that it rejects the doctrine of predestination; it conceives 
the life of the individual to be formed not in accordance with some preconceived 
theory but as a result of the interaction of his own nature with the richest environ- 
ment. In this it satisfies the basic notion of democracy that the individual must be 
left free to develop through forces selected by laws of his own nature, not moulded by 
factors determined upon by others either in the interest of themselves or in accordance 
with an assumed good. So, too, a comparison with our three criteria, the unique 
individual, enrichment of environment, and dependence upon social institutions, finds 
the "community theory" the most adequate solution [p. 118]. 

In the second part of his book the author brings out the relation of ethnic 
and religious schools to the state. The Central Jewish Institute is described 
at length, as Dr. Berkson feels that this school represents the type of ethnic 
educational institution which will be proper for the school system of the 
minority. This school combines the two essential features of preserving the 
ethnic culture and of making an adjustment to America. 

The book is written in an interesting and scholarly manner. Although 
one may disagree at some pomts with the author, one cannot help but feel that 
this is a distinct contribution to the problem in hand. 

Shiriey Hamsin 



Nature-study agriculture. — So closely related are the subjects of agriculture 
and nature study that to separate the two would be quite impossible. It 
seems logical, therefore, that a study of agriculture should be approached 
through nature study. Yet, very few books have been written on agriculture 
which attack that subject from a nature-study point of view and which are 
suitable for use in the elementary grades. Prompted by these considera- 
tions, Mr. Skilling has written a book" which makes such a combination. 

It is the author's idea that in teaching the subject of agriculture the most 
rational procedme is to present principles in the classroom, demonstrating 
them by simple experiments where possible, and at the same time to have 
each pupil, where circumstances permit, do work in a school garden or on a 
home project. 

Mr. Skilling has included in his book only that subject-matter which is 
in accordance with the needs and interest of pupils as determined by him 
through many years of experience as a teacher and supervisor of agriculture. 
The first chapter is devoted to a consideration of the plant, its parts, and their 
functions, and the manner of reproduction. Chapter ii deals with plant 
foods. Other sections of the book treat with soil fertility and its preparation, 

'William T. Skilling, Nature Study Agriculture. Yonkers-on-Hudson, New 
York: World Book Co., 1920. Pp. vii-l-332. $1.68. 
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cultivation and drainage, the propagation and care of plants, vegetable garden- 
ing, dry farming and irrigation, insect enemies, bacteria, the herd and the 
dairy, and poultry-keeping. In connection with each chapter are numerous 
diagrams and pictures, all of which arouse the interest of children and make 
more effective the textual discussion. At the end of each chapter are suggested 
experiments and observations which should prove helpful and stimulating to 
teachers and pupils. 

The book is written in a simple and very interesting manner such as 
appeals to children in the grammar grades or the junior high school. It should 
prove valuable as a text or guide for beginners in the study of agriculture. 

James Vaughn 



Religious education. — The movement in America for the religious education 
of children has just been passing through a period of misunderstanding and 
confusion of thought, but it has now reached the stage where acceptance of its 
proposals is becoming more common. Among the foremost problems facing 
the workers in this field are a better definition of the aims of religious educa- 
tion, the preparation of new methods and materials which are specifically 
adapted to such needs, and the formation of an acceptable program which will 
correlate religious education with the work of the church on the one hand and the 
pubhc school on the other. An excellent statement of the views of religious 
education by one of its recognized leaders is given in a recent addition' to the 
series of "Abingdon Religious Education Texts." 

The opening chapters of the book give a very clear statement of "What 
is Religious Education" and the conflicting opinions and interpetations which 
are being urged. The author sums up the fundamental aim in the formula: 

Make religion an integral part of the child's education throughout the whole 
period of his plastic development. Build religious concepts, attitudes, and habits 
into the expanding life from the first, so that they may become an inseparable part of 
its structure [p. 49]. 

Recognizing that the time ordinarily available for religious study through 
the Sunday school is entirely inadequate, Professor Betts maintains that such 
teaching must be supplemented by week-day instruction. The explicit state- 
ment regarding the relationship of this instruction to the work of the pubhc 
schools is of considerable interest to teachers. 

Those who are advocating week-day instruction in religion are not advising that 
this instruction be given in public schools, or by public-school teachers, or under the 
supervision of public-school authorities. These three fundamental tests define beyond 
question the responsibility of the church for its week-day schools: 

(i) Week-day religious instruction is supported by church funds and not by 
public funds. 

' George Herbert Beits, The New Program of Religious Education. New 
York: Abingdon Press, 192 1. Pp.118. $0.75. 



